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Secretary of For-
eign Affairs Ma. Theresa
P. Lazaro met today with
the Minister of State at the
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs (MOFA) of the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates (UAE)
H.E. Saeed Bin Mubarak
Al-Hajeri, a day before
the opening of the Abu
Dhabi Sustainability Week
(ADSW) 2026 Summit.

During the meeting,
both Secretary Lazaro and
Al-Hajeri dis-
cussed ways to enhance

Minister

bilateral relations between
the Philippines and UAE,
through engagements in
various areas of coopera-
tion and regular conduct of
bilateral consultations.
Secretary Lazaro
also welcomed the im-
minent signing of the

(Turn to page 3)
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City reaffirms its
commitment to protect,
support, and empower
Kasambahay

The City Govern-
ment of Bacoor, under
the leadership of Mayor
Strike B. Revilla, through
PESO Bacoor headed by
Dr. Abraham “BOB” De
Castro, proudly celebrat-
ed the 2026 Araw ng Mga

Kasambahay on January

16, 2026, at the Bacoor
City Hall Lobby.
The meaningful

gathering honored the hard
work, dedication, and in-
valuable contributions of
Kasambahay to Bacoor
households and commu-
nities. The event was at-

tended by city officials,
barangay leaders, repre-
sentatives from DOLE,
PESO, and DILG, employ-
ers, and most especially,
the Kasambahay, who
were at the heart of the cel-
ebration.

Highlights of the cel-
ebration included:

Promotion of rights
and responsibilities of both
Kasambahay and employ-
ers

Informative sessions
on health (PHILHEALTH
YAKAP), financial litera-
cy, and the Bacoor Kasam-
bahay ID Act of 2025

Messages of inspira-
tion and pledges of fair and
humane treatment from lo-

cal leaders

Stronger engage-
ment among  workers,
government agencies, and
stakeholders

Mayor Strike B. Re-
villa emphasized the vital
role of Kasambahay in
society and reiterated the
City Government’s contin-
uous support, protection,
and empowerment for do-
mestic workers—ensuring
that they are valued, re-
spected, and cared for.

Sa  Bacoor, ang
bawat Kasambahay ay ma-
halaga, pinapahalagahan,
at pinangangalagaan.

Stay connected with
the City Government of

Bacoor!
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PBBM-Backed DepEd PPP Aims
to Ease Classroom Congestion,

Benefit 800,000 Students

BUSINESS ONE-STOP SHOP (BOSS)
MOTORC

Sa pangunguna ng
Office of the City Trea-
surer, ang Pamahalaang
Lungsod ng Carmona
ang nagsagawa ng mo-
torcade kahapon, Enero
15, bilang paalala sa la-
hat ng negosyo at estab-
lisyimento sa lungsod na
maaari nang mag-apply
at mag-renew ng Busi-
ness Permit sa pamam-
agitan ng Business One-
Stop Shop (BOSS).

Narito ang sched-
ule ng BOSS para sa
bawat barangay upang
mas maisaayos at mapa-

bilis ang ating tran-

saksyon: https://www.
facebook.com/carmonal-
gu/posts/pfbid02tfYxC-
QqwYpQpZDApl1CkZ-

FRfUJSxpSEU2rTwLB-

ADE NG LGU CARMONA

A <

gG45y1didy2xQ7DESp-
GVoQ4s6x7]. Ang unang
hakbang para sa proseso
ng BOSS ay magsisimula
sa Carmona Plaza. Para sa

mga katanungan, maaaring

dumulog sa ating Office of
the City Treasurer.Iwasan
ang Multa, Magbayad

nang Maaga.

Education Secretary Sonny An-
gara is pushing for the launch of a
Php105.7-billion public-private partner-
ship (PPP) for the construction of 16,459
new classrooms in areas with the great-
est need, aimed at easing classroom con-
gestion and addressing the slow pace

of school

Recently, Secre-
tary Angara and the De-
partment of Education
(DepEd) team secured the
approval of the Public-Pri-
vate Partnership for School
Infrastructure Project
Phase IIT (PSIP III) from
the Economy and Develop-
ment Council (ED Coun-
cil), chaired by President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.

“We can no lon-
ger rely on just one ap-
proach. PSIP is one of
our horses in this race to
deliver classrooms faster

to our communities. Ev-

infrastructure development.

ery classroom we build
reduces congestion, im-
proves safety, and pro-
vides adequate space for
students to learn properly
and for teachers to teach
effectively,” Angara said.
According to the
Secretary, PSIP III is part
of DepEd’s broader re-
forms aimed at accelerat-
ing classroom construction
and improving school in-
frastructure governance.
This initiative com-
plements the nearly 24,000
classrooms already includ-

(Turn to page 5)
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DOTr Accelerates Big-Ticket Transport

Projects to Boost

Transportation Sec-
retary Giovanni Lopez
on Friday vowed to speed
up the construction of big
ticket transport projects
and resolve issues such as
right-of-way to improve
the country’s transport sys-
tems and enhance the Phil-
ippines long-term competi-
tiveness.

President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. has ordered the
Department of Transporta-
tion (DOTr) to expedite the
completion of these proj-
ects.

Secretary Lopez ex-
plained that expediting the
construction of transport

projects means having to
“ramp up infrastructure
spending to ensure that
these projects will truly
benefit the Filipino peo-
ple.”

“Lahat po ng pon-
dong inilaan para sa mga
imprastraktura, diretsong
mapakikinabangan ng mga
Pilipino,” Secretary Lopez
said during the Big Bold
Reforms Economic Forum
organized by the Depart-
ment of Finance (DOF)
and Bangko Sentral ng Pil-
ipinas.

According to the
transport chief, the DOTr
in 2025 has an allotted

BIG BOLD REFORMS:

PHILIPPINES

Connectivity
e

@ @ @ @ @DOTrPH @dotrphilippines @ dotr.gov.ph

BENTE PLUS TAPSIHAN
affordable delicious meals

For bulk orders please contact:
09063343266 / 09297215007

budget of P103.05 bil-
lion for its infrastructure
projects for railways,
aviation, maritime and
road sectors. Of the al-
lotted budget, P93.33
billion or 90.57% has
already been obligated,
while P59.63 billion or
63.89% has already been
disbursed.

For 2026, the
DOTr has alloted P74.5
billion budget for infra-
structure flagship proj-
ects, said Secretary Lo-
pez.

“With this, we are
very much committed to
continuing our efforts to
expedite the completion
of all existing projects
and deliver them within
the timeline,” Secretary
Lopez noted.

“We want to en-
sure the public and our
investors that the budget
will be spent efficient-
ly to make sure that our
projects truly address the
needs of our commut-
ers,” he added.

Among the prior-

ity projects that DOTr is
focused on completing
are the 147-kilometer
North-South Commuter
Railway (NSCR), Metro
Manila Subway Project,
MRT-7 and the rehabil-
itation of the MRT-3. In
the road sector, the DOTr
has started modernizing
the EDSA Busway, while
also fast-tracking the
construction of the Cebu
Bus Rapid Transit (Ce-
bu-BRT) and the Davao
Public Transport Modern-
ization Project (DPTMP).

The transport agen-
cy is likewise moderniz-
ing the country’s airports
with the soon-to-be in-
augurated Antique and
Laoag airports, and the
continued expansion of
the Ninoy Aquino Inter-
national Airport (NAIA).

The Philippines is
likewise positioning its
seaports—whether pub-
licly or privately devel-
oped — as competitive,
predictable, and invest-
ment-ready platforms that
support trade expansion,

logistics efficiency, tour-
ism growth, and the clean
energy transition, accord-
ing to Secretary Lopez.

Siargao will also
get a boost in its tourism
sector as the new passen-
ger terminal building of
Siargao Airport is also
seen to be completed in
April this year, expand-
ing its passenger capacity
from 200 to 750.

Also to be inau-
gurated is the Port of
Jubang in Dapa, Surigao
Del Norte in the first
quarter of 2026. The port
will serve as a dedicated
cruise facility designed to
boost tourism by accom-
modating  international
cruise ships.

The DOTr is also
targeting to finish new
road sections in SLEX,
CALAX,  Cavite-CA-
LAX Link Expressway
or CCLink, C-5 and Sky-
way Stage 3 this year,
making land travel faster
and more convenient for
motorists.

Source: DOTr
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PBBM-Backed
DepEd PPP Aims
to Ease Classroom
Congestion, Benefit

800,000 Students

(From page 1)
ed in the 2026 national
budget, as well as pro-
grams that will enable lo-
cal governments to directly
build classrooms.

All  these efforts
respond to the coun-
try’s estimated backlog
of 165,000 classrooms.

“Through  PSIP
I, we are opening the
door to a whole-of-nation
approach—partnering with
the private sector to deliv-
er classrooms faster and
more efficiently, while also
stimulating local industry,”
Angara added. The proj-
ects are expected to gener-
ate more than 57,000 jobs.

Angara also noted
that the DepEd team, to-
gether with the economic
team, the PPP Center, and
experts from the Asian De-
velopment Bank, is active-
ly accelerating the rollout
of PPP classrooms, in line
with President Marcos’ call
to establish a green lane
for DepEd PPP projects.

Once fully opera-
tional, the new classrooms
are expected to directly
benefit up to 800,000 stu-
dents annually. Millions
more will benefit from re-
duced congestion in more
than 1,000 public schools.
As a result, the average
class size 1is projected
to decrease from 50 to
about 39 students, creat-
ing a safer, more condu-
cive learning environment
and enabling more active
classroom interaction.

Moreover, by
reducing congestion and

eliminating multiple-shift
schedules, the initiative is
expected to increase actual
learning time for students,
lessen teacher fatigue, and
improve overall school
operations and safety. The
project will also have a
positive impact on gov-
ernment finances, with es-
timated savings of around
Php40.15 billion under
PSIP III. The project will
be implemented through
a solicited public-private
partnership using a build-
lease-and-transfer scheme,
with DepEd overseeing im-
plementation and ensuring
compliance with education
standards and timelines.
More than a de-
cade has passed since the
implementation of PSIP I
and II, which together de-
livered 13,391 classrooms.
With the goal of
accelerating and expand-
ing classroom delivery,
PSIP III is set to become
the largest classroom PPP
in the country’s history.
Based on the in-
dicative timeline, bidding is
expected to begin in March
2026 following its approv-
al in January. Contract
signing is targeted for Au-
gust 2026, while construc-
tion is scheduled to start
in March 2027, in accor-
dance with the Public-Pri-
vate Partnership Code.
All  classrooms
are targeted for comple-
tion within 19 months af-
ter contract signing, with
full completion expected
by March 2028.Source:
DepEd
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DILG Marks Achievement of 207 Bar Passers
Across Its Offices and Attached Rgencies

The Department of
the Interior and Local Gov-
ernment (DILG) said 207
of its personnel, including
attached
agencies, are among the
5,594
have successfully passed
the 2025 Bar Examina-
tions, and are set to take

those from its

nationwide  who

their oath as new lawyers
on February 6, 2026 at the
Philippine Arena.

Of the 207 passers, 2

are from the DILG-Central
Office, 15 from region-
al offices, 109 from the
Philippine National Police
(PNP), 40 from the Bureau
of Fire Protection (BFP),
29 from the Bureau of Jail
Management and Penol-
ogy (BJMP), 8 from the
National Police Commis-
sion (NAPOLCOM), and
3 from National Commis-
sion on Muslim Filipinos
(NCMF).

Some of the bar
passers said their deci-
sion to take the Bar was
inspired by their firsthand
experience in public ser-
vice and their aspiration to
protect people’s rights and
welfare.

Hana Rea Pagapong
of DILG Region 10 reaf-
firmed her plan to continue
serving the people of Mis-
amis Occidental. “T plan
to use this opportunity to

Further Extension of the Filing
Period for Applications for the
Renewal of Accreditation of
YAKAP Clinics and GAMOT
Package Providers for
Calendar Year (CY) 2026

To ensure uninter-
rupted access to prima-
ry care for all PhilHealth
members, the Corporation
further extends the filing
period for applications for
the renewal of accredita-
tion for all YAKAP Clin-
ics and GAMOT Package
Providers. For these health
facilities, the deadline is on
Friday, January 30, 2026.

The deadline for fil-
ing applications for renew-
al of accreditation of the
other HFs shall still be on
Wednesday, January 14,
2026.

In addition, applica-
tions for renewal of accred-
itation from the following
HFs shall be accepted by
the Corporation:

1. Private HFs that
have not yet acquired their

2026 business permits;

and, 2. YAKAP Clinics
with partner health service
(SDS)
that have not acquired their

delivery support
licenses yet.
These HFs are still
required to submit their
business permits and re-
lated licenses on or before
Tuesday, March 31, 2026
to ensure continuous ac-
creditation. All
tions received beyond the

applica-

prescribed filing period
will be treated as re-ac-
creditation and may result
in a gap in accreditation
validity. On the other hand,
the accreditation of HFs
that filed their applications
for renewal of accredita-
tion within the prescribed
filing period shall be ac-
corded continuous accredi-
tation until the Corporation
has denied the application.

For further
ries, kindly reach out to

inqui-

us through your respective
PROs or through the fol-
lowing designated commu-
nication channels:

Hotline  "Click-to-
Call"

Mobile Hotlines

Email

Thank you.

:(02) 866 225 88

: Visit https:/www.
philhealth.gov.ph and click
the corresponding icon.

: (Smart) 0998-857-
2957, 0968-865-4670
(Globe)  0917-127-5987,
0917-110-9812
center@philhealth.gov.ph

EDWIN M. MER-
CADO, MD, MHA,
MMSC  President and
Chief Executive Officer.
Source: Philippine Health

action-

Insurance Corp.

further serve my commu-
nity in Misamis Occidental
by building on my ongoing
work of guiding elected
public officials, particular-
ly at the barangay level,”
Pagapong said.

Kareen Estabillo of
the DILG Bureau of Lo-
cal Government Develop-
ment said passing the Bar
strengthens her work at
the Local Fiscal Reform
and Development Division
(LFRDD).

“This equips me with
legal knowledge necessary
in reviewing proposed and
existing policies to ensure
its compliance with the law

while ensuring at the same

time that it will benefit the
LGUs and their constitu-
ents,” she said.

Senior Fire Offi-
cer Gilbert Berou of the
National Fire Training
Institute (NFTI) said his
experience as a first re-
sponder shaped his jour-
ney to becoming a lawyer.
“My service in the BFP
and my calling as a lawyer
are united by one purpose:
to serve with honor, com-
petence, and dedication to
the public good,” he added.

Nesreen Abdulrauf
Hadjirasid of the NCMEF,
highlighted how passing
the Bar strengthens her
role in NCMF in advancing

inclusive and responsive
governance. “Passing the
Bar Exams strengthens my
role now as a public ser-
vant in NCMF, an attached
agency of DILG, because 1
have legal knowledge use-
ful in policy and program
development and budget
proposals for the advance-
ment of the well-being of
Muslim  Filipinos,” she
said.

The DILG said the
success of its personnel
reflects the Department’s
culture of excellence and
commitment to building
a competent, ethical, and
responsive
Source: DILG
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DFA Secretary Lazaro Holds Bilateral Meeting
with UAE Minister of State to Boost Cooperation

(From page 6)
PH-UAE Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) and
the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding on Defense
Cooperation. Once signed,
the CEPA will be the first
free trade agreement by the
Philippines with a country
in the Middle East, and is
envisioned to expand the
market access between the
Philippines and UAE, and
open vast trade and invest-
ment options and opportu-
nities for both countries.
The MOU on Defense
Cooperation, on the other
hand, is aimed to strength-
en defense and military
relations, through educa-
tion and training, intelli-
gence and security sharing,
among others.

During the meeting,
Secretary Lazaro thanked
UAE for hosting close
to one million Filipinos
working and residing in
the country. She likewise
thanked the UAE gov-
ernment for the executive
clemency extended to 403

Filipinos on various occa-

sions from 2024 to 2025.
Before the bilateral

meeting, Secretary Laza-

ro was at the Anwar Gar- [/l

gash Diplomatic Academy

(AGDA), also in Abu Dha- |48

bi, and gave a lecture to the |

diplomatic corps in UAE,
UAE
members of academe, and

various officials,

students. She discussed
ASEAN’s
model of regional integra-
tion underpinned by the
Treaty of Amity and Co-
operation and the ASEAN
Charter. She highlighted
the Philippines” ASEAN
Chairship in 2026, includ-
ing the thematic priorities
of the country’s leadership
and the UAE’s vital role as
a Sectoral Dialogue Part-
ner.

Secretary Lazaro is
part of the Philippine del-
egation, led by President
Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr.,
who is in the UAE for a
working visit, upon the in-
vitation of the UAE Presi-
dent, His Highness Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan.

The said visit is
aimed at further strength-
ening bilateral relations
between both countries in
trade, defense, and sustain-
able development, among
others. Source:DOTr
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Bawal ang E-Bike sa
mga pangunahing kalsada:
Aguinaldo High-
way
Daang Hari
Open Canal
Buhay na Tubig

Dapat rehistrado
ang E-bike sa Lungsod ng
Imus.

Nagkakahalaga
ng tatlong daang piso
(P300.00) ang pagpapa-
rehistro at karagdagang
(P30) naman para sa doc-
umentary stamp.

Dalhin ang mga su-
musunod sa pagpaparehis-
tro sa Tricycle Regulatory
Unit (TRU):

a. Application Form

b. Barangay Clear-
ance

c. Photocopy ng
Resibo o Warranty Card ng
E-Bike kung saan  naka-
lagay ang Motor No./Seri-
al No.

d. Personal na Ce-
dula

e. Dalhin ang mis-
mong E-Bike sa TRU To-
clong

Matatagpuan ang
tanggapan ng TRU sa:

Tricycle Regulatory

L

City Government of Imus

PANUNTUNAN SA PAGGAMIT NG

E-BIKE SA LUNGSOD NG IMUS

CITY ORDINANCE NO, 02-59, 5, 2015

| BAWAL ANG E-BIKE SA MGA PANGUNAHING KALSADA: _

/A AGUINALDO HIGHWAY
/R DAANG HARI

/A OPEN CANAL
/A BUHAY NA TUBIG.

DAPAT REHISTRADO ANG E-BIKE SA LUNGSOD NG IMUS.
MNAGKAKAHALAGA NG TATLONG DAANG PISO (P300.00)
ANG PAGPAPAREHISTRO.

DALHIN ANG MGA SUMUSUNOD SA
PAGPAPAREHISTRO SA TRICYCLE

REGULATORY UNIT (TRU):

L

APPLICATION FORM
") BARANGAY CLEARANCE

/| RESIBO NG BINILING E-BIKE

~— PANGALAN NG AWTORISADONG
L MAGMANEHO NG E-BIKE.

- Q

HAILANGAMNG MAGSUOT NG HELMET AMNG

A

ANG KAUTUSAN BLG. 2012-126

"KAUTUSANG

MNAGTATAKDA NG PANUNTUNAN 54 OPERASYON NG

BISIKLETANG MAY SIDECAR O KUNG TAWAGIN &Y
“PADYAK" SA MUNISIPALIDAD MNG IMUS' ANG
MAGSISILEIMNG  PAMUNTUNMAM MG LAHAT NG

PAMPUBLIKONG E-BIKE.

iin| @00

Unit, Brgy. Toclong 1-C

Kailangang magsuot
ng helmet ang mga naka-
sakay at hindi hihigit sa
isa ang sakay sa likuran ng
E-bike.

Kailangang abot ng
pasahero ang tuntungan ng

HUM AWK

MGA MNAKASAKAY AT HINDI HIHIGIT SAI1SA
AMG SAKAY S5A LIKURAN NG E-BIKE

BAWAL MAGSAKAY MG
PASAHERD 3A UMAHAMN NG DRAYBER

%

EAILAMGAMG ABOT NG PASAHERD
AMG TUNTUMGAN NG PAA AT KAYAMG

MANG MAAYOS SA

HAWAKAN NG E-BIKE.

paa at kayang humawak
nang maayos sa hawakan
ng E-bike.
Bawal magsakay
ng pasahero sa unahan ng
drayber.
Ang Kautusan Blg.

2012-126 "Kautusang

nagtatakda ng panuntunan
sa operasyon ng bisikle-
tang may sidecar o kung
tawagin ay "padyak" sa
Munisipalidad ng Imus"
ang magsisilbing panun-
tunan ng lahat ng pampub-
likong E-bike.



